
Roll Call Training:  Strip Searches 
Target Audience: Law Enforcement personnel who may be faced with the task of conducting a strip search during booking. 

Objective: 

Format: 

Time: 

Materials: 

Provide officers with essential knowledge with respect to some of the current issues surrounding strip search 

Roll-call/ supervisory training. 

Five to ten minutes, but this may be expanded where agency resources allow. 

Law Enforcement Risk Management Legal Update and agency policy relating to strip search. 

Major Lesson Plan 
1. Larry Liquor is brought to your jail to be booked in on a charge of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol.  The 

arresting officer informs you that Larry has taken a breathalyzer as well as a blood test and it is established that Larry is over the legal 
limit.   Prior to placing Larry into general population can Larry be strip searched? 

 Yes  No 

2. All strip searches of persons prior to their placement in general population must be supported by reasonable suspicion to believe that they 
are concealing weapons or contraband. 

 True   False 

3. Mary Marijuana is brought into the jail on a charge of disorderly conduct.  A criminal history check at entry reveals that Mary has been 
charged in numerous occasions with charges relating to possession and selling of marijuana.  The criminal history shows that Mary was 
arrested one week earlier on a charge relating to dealing in marijuana.  Does the criminal history establish reasonable suspicion to believe 
that Mary may be concealing marijuana, such that a strip search will be justified prior to placing Mary in the general population?  

 Yes  No 

4. Mary’s sister, Millie Marijuana is brought to the jail after it is determined that she has been driving while under the influence of marijuana, 
a misdemeanor offense.  She is brought to the jail to be booked in.  Does the fact that Millie has been brought to the jail based upon a 
“fresh drug” related charge provides reasonable suspicion to believe that Millie is concealing contraband without any further information? 

 Yes  No 

5. A “fresh drug charge” (the person is brought in on a drug related charge) which involves possession of drugs, will generally support rea-
sonable suspicion to believe the person is concealing contraband and thus, justify a strip search. 

 True  False 

6. A “fresh drug charge” which involves being under the influence of drugs, but not possession of drugs, standing alone,  generally will not 
satisfy the reasonable suspicion standard that is required before a strip search is conducted. 

 True  False 

7. A prisoner who leaves the sterile environment of a jail and who knows that he or she will be returning is recognized by the courts as hav-
ing a reason to smuggle contraband and therefore may be strip searched upon his or her return. 

 True  False 

8. Once it has been determined that reasonable suspicion exists to believe that a subject is concealing weapons or contraband and a strip 
search is justified, the manner of the search must still be reasonable, for example, done with a degree of privacy; conducted by a member 
of the same gender unless an emergency exists; and, done in a hygienic environment. 

 True  False 

9. Having a deputy or other officer observing the prisoner while they are taking a shower prior to going into general population is okay even 
though a strip search would not be justified? 

 True  False 

10. All strip searches must be documented.  The documentation should include the facts and circumstances amounting to reasonable suspicion 
to believe that the person is concealing weapons or contraband. 

 True  False 

Answer Key:   

1.  NO 2.  TRUE 3.  YES 4.  NO 5.  TRUE 
6.  TRUE 7.  TRUE 8.  TRUE 9.  FALSE 10.  TRUE 
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Text Box
This Training is intended to accompany article "Law Enforcement Task: Strip Searches" found at http://patc.com/weeklyarticles/strip-searches.shtml




